
 
 
 CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES  
 March 9, 2011 
  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER  
 
 Chairman Piechota called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m., in the Council 

Chambers Conference Room, 240 Water Street, Henderson, Nevada. 
 
 CONFIRMATION OF POSTING AND ROLL CALL  
 
 Stacie Welsh confirmed the meeting had been posted in accordance with the 

Open Meeting Law by posting the agenda three working days prior to the 
meeting at City Hall, Emergency Services Facility, Green Valley Police 
Substation, and Fire Station No. 96.   

 
 
 Present: Chairman Thomas Piechota  
 Jeffrey Bassing  

Adrienne Cox 
Brin Gibson (via teleconference) 

 Maureen Murphy 
 Paula Petruso 

Mark Stark 
 Matthew Weinman 

Melody Wilcox (left at 6:15 p.m./present via speaker phone) 
  
 Absent: Amanda Cyphers (excused) 

  Larry Dillon (excused) 
  William Ishman (excused) 
  Richard King (excused) 
  Rev. Jim Robinson  
  Michael Rogers 
 
 

 Staff:  Stephanie Garcia-Vause, Director of Community Development 
   Stacie Welsh, Projects Coordinator 
   Ned Thomas, Principal Planner 

Mark Hobaica, City Architect 
Tedie Jackson, Minutes Clerk 
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II. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  

 
(Motion) Ms. Cox introduced a motion to accept the agenda as submitted, 

seconded by Ms. Petruso.  The vote favoring approval was unanimous.  
Chairman Piechota declared the motion carried.  
 

III. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 

 1. Approve February 9, 2011 CAC Minutes 
 
Page 2, Items of Business, Mr. Stark introduced himself.   
Page 3, Item 6, members for Cost Saving Opportunities subcommittee 
should be:  Paula Petruso, Jeff Bassing, and Matt Weinman.  Members for 
Outreach Efforts subcommittee should be:  Amanda Cyphers,  
Richard King, and Chairman Piechota. 
 

(Motion) Mr. Weinman introduced a motion to approve the minutes of  
  February 9, 2011, as amended, seconded by Mr. Stark.  The vote   
  favoring approval was unanimous.  Chairman Piechota declared the  
  motion carried. 

 
2. Receive a report on City Facility Retrofit Proje cts and 
 Performance Contract 
 
Mark Hobaica, City Architect, gave a PowerPoint presentation regarding 
City facility retrofit projects and the Ameresco performance project.  He 
also highlighted the City’s efforts to design energy efficient facilities, 
including the North Community Police Station, which was completed in 
2009 and received a LEED Gold certification.  He discussed the Heritage 
Park Aquatic Complex and the Heritage Park Senior Facility, both in the 
final stages of receiving LEED Gold certification.  Sustainable design 
features and benefits of these facilities were highlighted.  Mr. Hobaica also 
reviewed Energy Performance Contract retrofits at the Bob Swadell 
Justice Facility, City Hall and the street light replacement project. 
 
Responding to questions, Mr. Hobaica said much of these retrofits are 
proven technology and guarantees are provided by the contractor.  He 
noted that the City also took advantage of the Sure Bet Program and the 
Solar Program to get rebates.  Mr. Hobaica reviewed retrofits included in 
the City-Wide Energy Performance Contract.  He explained that as soon 
as the debt is paid off in eight to ten years, all savings will go towards 
improvements or operations. The street light retrofit alone is producing 
more than $800,000 in annual energy costs.   
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3. Receive a presentation on Residential and Commer cial Energy 
 Audits    
 
Mary Venable and Deborah McCutchen, representing Solar Envi, gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on residential and commercial energy audits.  
They reviewed graphs regarding energy use in the US; energy efficiency; 
rebate programs, and showed many photographs from home audits.  It 
was noted that two organizations that represent the highest level of 
residential building evaluations and provide national standards for testing 
and certification of auditors are Building Performance Institute (BPI) and 
Residential Energy Services Network (RESNET).   
 
4. Discuss Council appointment process  
 
Stacie Welsh, Projects Coordinator, reminded committee members that 
three offices are up for election.  She noted that Mr. King, Ms. Petruso, 
and Ms. Wilcox were appointed by Councilman Kirk, Ward IV.  Ms. Cox, 
Mr. Stark, and Mr. Weinman were appointed by Councilwoman March, 
Ward II.  Ms. Cyphers, Mr. Dillon, and Rev. Robinson were appointed by 
Councilwoman Schroder, Ward I.  Ms. Welsh suggested that members 
appointed from any of these wards contact the elected person to let them 
know if they are interested in remaining on the committee. 
 

IV. STAFF’S/CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 
 
1. Receive Council feedback from March 1, 2011, CAC    
 presentation  
 
Chairman Peichota reported that he provided an update to the City 
Council on March 1, 2011, regarding what the committee has 
accomplished thus far.  He said the Council is very supportive of the 
committee and impressed with the amount of work done. 
 
Stephanie Garcia-Vause, Director of Community Development, thanked 
Chairman Peichota for his presentation and commented that the Council 
knows how dedicated the members of this committee are toward 
sustainability efforts. 
 

  2. Receive an update from the Program Identificat ion   
   subcommittee  
 

Mr. Weinman reported that they mapped out existing programs and looked 
at programs offered by various utility companies.  He noted that it is 
difficult to find consistent information in one source, and many websites 
are not updated.  It is a challenge to create a way to keep current 
information available and updated to showcase the great programs 
offered.   
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It was suggested that a way to maintain and update information from 
various agencies is to identify businesses and partner with other 
companies to centralize all the programs.   
 
3. Receive an update from the Outreach subcommittee  
 
Chairman Piechota reported that they discussed advertising opportunities; 
and researched how other municipalities are doing.   He showed the 
website from Los Alamos County, New Mexico as a good, user-friendly 
website.  He also distributed a handout from UNLV showing energy saving 
ideas and rebate incentive programs.  
 
Chairman Peichota shared a recycling story regarding a student who 
increased the recycling program in his community from 33 percent to 90 
percent through a science project. 
 
Ms. Garcia-Vause suggested that this young student and other people 
who make such efforts be recognized by the City Council or the 
committee. 
 
The committee members were provided with a handout regarding CAC 
recycling resources and tasked with a homework assignment to watch a 
video regarding Trash Incorporated, the Secret Life of Garbage.   
 
Ms. Welsh distributed another handout outlining several free webinars for 
committee members to view.  She also passed around a Power Ware 
Party handbook, which is a comprehensive plan to engage people in 
green concepts.   
 

  4. Receive an announcement for Convene for Green on  
   March 10, 2011 
 

Ms. Welsh invited members to attend a meeting regarding Convene for 
Green scheduled for March 10, 2011. 

 
V. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Mary Venable, Solar Envi, commended the CAC and the City for their 
sustainability efforts. 
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VI. SET NEXT MEETING 
 
 The next meeting was scheduled for April 13, 2011, at 5:30 p.m., in the Council 

Chambers Conference Room. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business to be discussed, Chairman Piechota adjourned 
 the meeting at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
___________________________ 
Tedie Jackson,  
Minutes Clerk  


