
 
 
 CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES  
 December 14, 2011 
 
  
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Piechota called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m., in the Council 

Chambers Conference Room, 240 Water Street, Henderson, Nevada. 
 
 CONFIRMATION OF POSTING AND ROLL CALL 
 
 Stacie Welsh confirmed the meeting had been posted in accordance with the 

Open Meeting Law by posting the agenda three working days prior to the 
meeting at City Hall, Multigenerational Center, Whitney Ranch Recreation 
Center, and Fire Station No. 96.   

 
 
 Present: Chairman Thomas Piechota  
 Jeffrey Bassing 
 Adrienne Cox  

David Frommer 
Dean Ishman 

 Richard King (arrived at 5:55 p.m.) 
Matt Morris 

 Robert Neilson (left at 6:00 p.m.) 
 Paula Petruso   
   Melodee Wilcox (arrived at 5:49 p.m.) 
 
 Absent: Larry Dillon (excused) 
 Jim Dunn (excused) 
   Brin Gibson (excused) 

  Maureen Murphy (excused) 
       
 Staff:  Stephanie Garcia-Vause, Director of Community Development 
   Stacie Welsh, Projects Coordinator 
   Ned Thomas, Principal Planner 
   Richard Rojas, Planner 

Tedie Jackson, Minutes Clerk 
  
 Guest:  Bob Coyle, Republic Services 
   Steven DeStefano, Republic Services 
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II.  ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

 
The agenda was not accepted due to lack of a quorum. 
 

III.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
  There were no public comments. 
 
IV.  NEW BUSINESS  
 

1. Set and accept CAC meeting schedule for January 2012 
through December 2012 (For Possible Action) 

 
Chairman Piechota noted that members were mailed out proposed 
meeting dates for 2012.   
 
2. City Hall at the Mall – CAC Volunteers Report Out (Information 
 Only) 

 
Chairman Piechota reported that many City departments participated in 
City Hall at the Mall on November 16, 2011.  He reported that the CAC 
and Republic Services also attended this event to interact with citizens. 
 
Several committee members reported that they received positive 
comments about the pilot recycling program and expanding the program.   
 
Ms. Welsh noted that over 50 people filled out comments cards supporting 
the recycling effort.  She also showed a map depicting feedback from the 
comment cards. 

 
3. Discuss and make possible recommendations regarding the 
 single stream recycling pilot program (For Possible Action)  
 
Richard Rojas, Planner, commented that the Committee is tasked with 
making a recommendation to the City Council regarding the single stream 
recycling pilot program.  He reviewed information compiled from the pilot 
program survey and noted that outreach efforts included public open 
house meetings, homeowner association board member breakfasts, and 
information booths at public events 
 
Regarding the cost comparison for different recycling service options, Mr. 
Rojas noted that the cost would need to increase if the trash is picked up 
twice per week instead of once per week.   
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Richard Rojas reviewed the complaints and challenges that have been 
identified regarding this program, and staff distributed a three-page 
handout outlining opposition comments from residents.   
 
The Committee discussed the following pros and cons to this program: 
 
Pros:  going to have a better city; improve environment; step forward; 
mutual benefit for the City of Henderson and Republic Services; 
commitment for cost-effective trash pickup; polite encouragement to be 
efficient in recycling; reduction in truck traffic; significant increase in 
recycling rate; significant increase of recycling weight; renters of trash 
containers would see a decrease in rate; improvement of neighborhood 
aesthetics; Henderson is a progressive community; right thing to do; 
reduce pollution; major positive impact to landfill diversion; significant 
resource to the recyclable materials; community-wide environmental 
benefits; high percentage rate of pilot program supports it; no rate 
increase; and eliminates the need to sort recycle items.  
 
Cons:  large containers may be hard to push to curb for elderly and those 
with disabilities (this could be solved by selecting a smaller container and 
contacting Republic Services for information on their Disability program); 
educate residents to manage trash pickup for one day per week; odor; 
vermin (although no confirmed cases have been reported to the Health 
District); public information for bulky item pick-up can be improved; public 
perception regarding cutting service but not cutting cost of bill (the 
improvement in recycling service offsetting the reduction in weekly trash 
pick-up service); perceived government intrusion; outreach and 
implementation is critical; give due consideration to residents in 
opposition; weekly press releases as means of communication efforts; 
small percentage of population will always oppose program. 
 
Committee suggestions included:  provide incentives for the community to 
reach recycling targets; keeping citizens informed regarding how their 
recycling has increased. 
 
The following committee members volunteered to work with staff and 
prepare a report to be presented to the City Council:  David Frommer, 
Dean Ishman, Jeff Bassing, and Matt Morris.   

 
V.  STAFF’S/CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 

 
  4. Preparation for January’s meeting (Informational Only) 

 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 11, 2012. 
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
There were no public comments. 
 
 
 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 There being no further business to be discussed, Chairman Piechota adjourned 
 the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
___________________________ 
Tedie Jackson,  
Minutes Clerk  


