
 
 
 CITIZENS' ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 MINUTES  
  February 13, 2013 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Tom Piechota called the meeting to order at 5:36 p.m., in the Council 

Chambers Conference Room, 240 Water Street, Henderson, Nevada. 
 
  
II. CONFIRMATION OF POSTING AND ROLL CALL 
 
 Jason Rogers, Planner, confirmed the meeting had been posted in accordance 

with the Open Meeting Law by posting the agenda three working days prior to the 
meeting at City Hall, Emergency Services Facility, Green Valley Police 
Substation, and Fire Station No. 96.   

 
 Present: Chairman Thomas Piechota  
  Jeff Bassing 

Adrienne Cox (arrived at 5:40 p.m.) 
 Jim Dunn 
   Cornelius Eason 
   Nancy Frago (arrived at 5:46 p.m.) 
   David Frommer (arrived at 5:40 p.m.) 
   Dean Ishman 
   Andrew Jacobson 
   Robert Neilsen  
   Paula Petruso  
    
  

Absent: Brin Gibson 
  Richard King (excused) 

Matt Morris (excused)  
   Melodee Wilcox (excused) 
 
      
 Staff:  Michael Tassi, Planning Manager  

  Jason Rogers, Planner 
   Ned Thomas, Principal Planner 

  Peter Vaughan, Planner 
   Lon Willis, Information Tech Project Manager 

  Kathleen Richards, Public Information Officer 
  Tedie Jackson, Minutes Clerk 
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III. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

 
 (Motion) Mr. Ishman introduced a motion to accept the agenda as   
   presented, seconded by Mr. King.  The vote favoring approval  
   was unanimous.  Chairman Piechota declared the motion carried.   

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

There were no comments presented by the public. 
 

V. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Review Energy Efficiency/renewable Energy Project Mind Mapping 
 Exhibit and the Energy Efficiency Categorization Map for the Energy 
 Efficiency/Renewable Energy in the Community project. 
 (Informational Only)  
 

  Jason Rogers, Planner, reviewed the following handouts:  November 14th, 
 notes; City Program Objectives; Energy Efficient Program:  Phase I; 
 Renewable Energy Program:  Phase II; and Workforce Development 

He noted that staff will go through due diligence and ask for input from 
members. 
 
It was suggested that the utility concerns on the Phase II handout is not a 
Henderson issue; it is more of a state issue.  Mr. Rogers said the 
Development Code has standards on solar for houses.   
 
A discussion ensued regarding The Carmen House tour and how energy 
consumption was reduced approximately 51 percent.   
 
Ms. Frago offered to arrange a tour of the solar panel field located on  
Nellis Air Force Base.   
 
Mr. Rogers explained that this process will be energy efficiency first and 
then renewable energy.  This will allow staff to look at how to build a 
program with a multi-platform in an effort to get a broad demographic for 
energy efficiency and more green practices in homes.  Staff hopes to 
create a model to be presented to the City Council for their approval.  He 
also noted the possibility of creating a green development zone.   
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Responding to a question regarding renewable energy being addressed 
by the legislature, Mr. Thomas said he does not recall an organized effort 
to lobby the legislature on behalf of green energy sustainability.   
Mr. Thomas will provide the committee members with information on the 
Nevada Sustainable Energy Coalition, which is an organization working to 
address sustainable energy issues throughout the valley. 
 
Mr. Rogers referred to the large map, Energy Efficiency Categorization, 
and noted that staff is researching external resources for a residential 
demonstration site in the Whitney Ranch area.   
 
The following concerns were discussed:  whether homeowners will invest 
in this project with the understanding that they will not see a return for a 
long time; many homes in older neighborhoods are rental properties; staff 
will research renter versus owner-occupied neighborhoods in Whitney 
Ranch; scheduling focus groups and get citizen input; get a top three wish 
list; important to provide the vision to the Mayor and Council to get their 
support. 
 
Mr. Rogers recommended the target area on Map 2 and reported that staff 
working with GIS and building in factors that have been discussed.  This 
information will be presented to the committee members at the March 
meeting.   
 
Chaiman Piechota offered to brief the Council and staff could explain the 
opportunity to go into the community, identify a more defined area of the 
city, and determine which programs are feasible and realistic.  Any 
feedback from the Mayor and Council will help determine next steps.  

 2. Review Draft Enhance Online Services Executive Summary and 
 Deliverable to receive comments.  (Informational Only)   

 
Mr. Rogers reviewed a draft memorandum that summarizes the research 
and potential recommendations provided by staff.  Mr. Rogers thanked 
staff who helped gather this information.  Staff created an online activity 
map that provides a snapshot of information of the application.  Phase II of 
this process will show architectural exhibits and allow residents to make 
comments about the project.   
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Responding to a question by Ms. Frago regarding how staff will address 
high internet traffic, Mr. Willis said the City has a good band width to 
address internet traffic and will modify as necessary. 
 
It was noted that crowd sourcing has great potential if it is marketed 
correctly.  Regarding essential services, staff is considering funding 
opportunities for items requested from departments.  Staff is looking to 
replace the online permitting system and plans submittal.  These are large 
cost pieces of software  
 
Chairman Piechota will work with staff to finalize the memorandum to be 
voted on at the next meeting .  There was a consensus that the 
memorandum should be on behalf of the Citizens Advisory Committee.   
 
Ms. Cox commended staff for their hard work developing all the 
information. 

VI. STAFF/CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 
 

Chairman Piechota thanked members who attended the State of the City 
Address.   
 
Chairman Piechota noted that Clark County approved the single-stream recycling 
program. 

 
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Mr. Bassing commented that he was appointed by Kathleen Vermillion, who was 
replaced by John Marz when she resigned.  During that appointment process, 
John Marz said he would not run for election; however, he has changed his mind 
and is running for the office of Councilman Ward III.   
 
Responding to questions by Mr. Bassing regarding the City approving vehicular 
access through The District shops, Michael Tassi, Planning Manager, clarified 
that vehicular access was approved several years ago when the District was 
developed. The owners at that time chose to make it pedestrian traffic.  The new 
owners of The District are electing to allow vehicular traffic and providing other 
improvements in an effort to re-energize The District.  The City Council recently 
approved angular parking along the street.   
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IX. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 There being no further business to be discussed, Chairman Piechota adjourned 

the meeting at 7:22 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Tedie Jackson,  
Minutes Clerk  


